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Ethics of Social Psychology Experiments

Student Worksheet
Question 1
Response for Experiment One:  Blue-Eyed versus Brown-Eyed Students experiment was to determine the superiority and minority discrimination experience among students. Eliot performed this experiment between two groups of students, which were blue-eyed and brown-eyed. The experiment was conducted after Martin Luther King Jr. was killed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Response for Experiment Two: Harlow’s Monkey Experiments was to determine the dependency level of infant monkeys. Harlow wanted to identify which mother the rhesus monkey would consider being more superior. The author had predicted that the monkey would prefer the cloth mother to be superior to the wire mother.

Response for Experiment Three: Robbers Cave Experiment was to determine the change between two groups when they get exposed to conflict. The authors predicted that the two groups of boys would have differences due to the challenges created. Therefore, the experimenters created tension between the groups in competition to contribute towards the hypothesis.

Question 2

Response for Experiment One: The Blue-Eyed versus Brown-Eyed Students experiment involved deception. The aim of the deception used in the experiment to maintain the ethical issues of the participants. However, this experiment was considered to be life-changing by some of the participants.

Response for Experiment Two: Harlow’s Monkey Experiments used deception to carry out the study. The experimenters showed deception on the infant monkey by faking his mother. The deception in Harlow’s Monkey Experiments was used to determine where the rhesus monkey would find comfort. 

Response for Experiment Three: Deception was used in the Robbers Cave Experiment by Sherif. The study was carried out without the consent of the subjects. The experimenter used deception to ensure that the psychological state of the participants was not interfered with. 

Question 3
Response for Experiment One: The Blue-Eyed versus Brown-Eyed Students used an experimental procedure. This method was used to determine the response from different approaches. I also think that this methodology was used to provide a systematic process for effective results.

Response for Experiment Two: In Harlow’s Monkey Experiments, the experimenters used observation. This mythology was used to determine the exact behavior of the infant rhesus monkey. The subject could have been difficult to control and achieve reliable results and hence observation method was effective.

Response for Experiment Three: Robbers Cave Experiment was conducted through an experimental procedure. The participants were run through the procedure for the systematic progress of the activity. The methodological procedure was used to meet the conditions essential to contribute towards the results. 

Question 4

Response for Experiment One: Blue Eyed versus Brown Eyed Students were that a superior group could become within a single day. Within a day, the inferior group also felt insecure. Therefore, the predictions made were correct.


Response for Experiment Two: Harlow’s Monkey Experiments showed that the clothed mother was more superior according to the infant monkey. Even with the presence of intimidation, the monkey still considered the clothed mother to be superior. From the experiment, the clothed model is more superior to the wire model.

Response for Experiment Three: Robbers Cave Experiment showed that the two groups became undivided at the end. The groups worked together despite the conditions included, which positively contributed to the predictions made by the experimenters. The two groups worked together to achieve a common goal.

Question 5

Response for Experiment One: The Blue-Eyed versus Brown-Eyed Students experiment conducted was not ethical. The experiment can be considered unethical because it was carried out without the consent of the participants. The experimenters could have made the subject aware would be necessary to make psychological preparations.

Response for Experiment Two: The Harlow’s Monkey Experiments conducted was not ethical by that time. The animals would easily be mistreated and it was against the animal welfare organization. Monkeys are living things and therefore, they need to be treated with care.

Response for Experiment Three: Robbers Cave Experiment was unethical because participants were not aware that they were being involved in a psychological study. The experiment was conducted out of the participants’ consent. I think the experiment was still not ethical at the time when it was being conducted.

